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Subha
(The Goldsmith's Daughter)

She, too, having made her resolve under former Buddhas,
and heaping up good of age-enduring efficacy, so that she
had progressively planted the root of good and accumulated
the conditions of emancipation, was, in this Buddha-era,
reborn at Eajagaha as the daughter of a certain goldsmith.
From the beauty of her person she was called Subha.
Come to years of discretion, she went one day, while the
Master was at Bajagaha, and belief in him had come to
her, and did obeisance, seating herself on one side. The
Master, seeing the maturity of her moral faculties, and
in accordance with her wish, taught her the Norm en-
shrined in the Pour Truths, She was thereby established
in the fruition of Stream-entry, which is in countless ways
adorned. Later she realized the disadvantages of domestic
life, and entered the Order under iihe Great FajapatI the
Gotamid, devoting herself to the higher Paths. From time
to time her relations invited her to return to the world,
urging its charms. To them thus come one day, she set
forth the danger in house-life and in the world, preaching
the Norm in the twenty-four verses below, and dismissed
them cured of their desire. She then strove for insight,
purifying her faculties, till at length she won Arahantghip.
As Arahant she spoke thus:

A maiden I, .all clad in white, once heard    (338)

The Norm, and hearkened eager, earnestly.

So in me rose discernment of the Truths.

Thereat all worldly pleasures irked me sore,

For I could see the perils that beset

This reborn compound, * personalty/

And to renounce it was my sole desire.    (339)